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I. Press articles 

→ SA maize prices could fall in 2017 

Published by The Post on 21 July 2016 

 Maize yield down by 61%: FAO 

Published by the Informative Newspaper on 9 August 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

→ Smart-climate agric way forward 

Published by Informative Newspaper on 12 August 2016 

 

→ When it comes to its humanitarian work, FAO is in it for the long haul 

Published by FAO HQ on 19 August 2016 

Accessible via http://www.fao.org/news/story/en/item/429733/icode/ 

An enduring commitment to sustainable agriculture and resilient communities 
 

Celebrated every 19 August, World Humanitarian Day provides an annual reminder of the continuing need for collective action to 
alleviate suffering and want around the globe. It is also an occasion to honour the humanitarian workers and volunteers toiling on 
the frontlines of crises. Here, we reflect on FAO's activities in humanitarian situations and profile some of our team who are working 
in the field to build a world free from hunger. 
 
A seed takes months to develop and grow before it yields its bounty, but conflict or natural disasters can — sometimes in a matter of 
seconds — wipe out an entire season's crop. And slow onset-crises like those associated with climate change sap fields and 
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livestock, taking a steady toll on plant and animal health and culminating in "slow-motion" harvest failures. 
Each year, millions of people who depend on the production, marketing and consumption of crops, livestock, fish, forests and other 
natural resources are confronted by a variety of disasters and crises that threaten either their food security, their livelihoods, or both. 
The repercussions can be felt at local, national and, at times, regional and global levels. 
When the worst happens and people find themselves unable to feed or shelter themselves, humanitarian responses that provide 
emergency food, water, health and shelter represent critical, life-saving interventions. 
However, the longer-term work that goes into helping communities build their resilience to such events, cope with them as they 
unfold, and recover once they subside, presents a unique set of challenges.  
These are the challenges that FAO and its partners are wrestling with each day in places like Afghanistan, Central America's Dry 
Corridor, Papua New Guinea, South Sudan, Syria and Yemen. 
In 2016, 75 percent of the planet's poorest, most vulnerable people remain reliant on agriculture as their primary source of food and 
income. 
Yet agricultural development, farming, livestock rearing are activities that require a considerable time investment. They are highly 
vulnerable to the vagaries of the weather, and perform best in times of peace. Planting and tending crops is hard work and can be a 
challenge just on its own — it is infinitely more difficult in conflict zones, or when extended droughts mean that the rains on which 
crops and animals depend, simply never come. 
 
Understanding FAO's humanitarian work 
FAO plays a unique role in responding to crises affecting food production and rural communities. From day one, we work to protect 
and restore the livelihoods of affected farmers, fishers, herders and foresters. In doing so, our resilience building efforts not only 
save livelihoods, but also help communities lay the foundations for long-term recovery. 
Well after the TV crews and headlines have moved on, FAO remains engaged in the field, working with farmers and rural 
communities to build strong, productive, and resilient rural livelihoods. 
This includes diverse activities such as, for example: monitoring food security trends to allow for early action; supporting food 
production, even as conflicts are ongoing, and helping countries and communities resume food production after they subside; and 
preventing pastoralist conflicts or facilitating land conflict resolutions. 
 
Rising needs and the role of agriculture 
Currently, as a result of conflict and disaster, more than 130 million people around the world need humanitarian assistance to 
survive. Together, they would form the tenth most populous country on Earth. 
Meanwhile, recent analysis by FAO and the World Food Programme found that protracted conflicts affecting 17 countries have 
driven over 56 million people into either "crisis" or "emergency" levels of food insecurity. 
Another FAO study has shown that droughts, floods, storms and other disasters triggered by climate change are having a large and 
increasing impact on agriculture in the developing world.  
"Let's not forget that underneath these staggering statistics are real lives and real people," says Daniele Donati, Deputy-Director of 
FAO's Emergency Response Division.  
"Agriculture can and must be an integral part of humanitarian responses aimed at preventing the dire and complex food security 
situations around the world from getting worse; it cannot be an afterthought," according to Donati. "What's more, sustainable 
agriculture can be more than just a buffer — it can be the bedrock of peace and resilience," he adds. 

Learn more about FAO's work in humanitarian situations directly from our staff in the field via this 
series of short Q&As:  
 
BORJA MIGUELEZ has worked in humanitarian contexts in Africa, Asia and Latin America for the last 16 years, and has been FAO’s 
Emergency Coordinator in Lesotho since 2012. 
 
GEORGE MVULA is from Malawi and has been working for FAO for 12 years in a number of challenging contexts, including in Somalia, 
South Sudan and the Gambia.  

 
Stories accessible via 
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/how-we-work/world-humanitarian-day-2016-staff-profiles/borja-
lesotho/en/ 
http://www.fao.org/emergencies/how-we-work/world-humanitarian-day-2016-staff-profiles/george-
lesotho/en/ 
 

 Call to combat climate change in Lesotho  

Published by Informative Newspaper on 20th September 2016. Available at: 

http://www.informativenews.co.ls/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1691:call-to-

combat-climate-change-in-lesotho&catid=10&Itemid=121 
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 EU increases support for food insecure Basotho 

Published by the Lesotho Times Newspaper on 24 September 2016 
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 EU avails M88m to counter drought 

Published by Informative Newspaper on 27th September 2016. Available at: 

http://www.informativenews.co.ls/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1748:eu-avails-

m88m-to-counter-drought&catid=10&Itemid=121 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

→ Community co-operations essential 

Published by Public Eye on 27 October 2016. 

 

→ Cash grants help Lesotho’s poorest 

Published by Mail & Guardian on 11 November 2016 
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II. Press releases 

The following press releases were produced by FAO Lesotho and sent to all media in Lesotho and 

FAO regional and headquarters offices during the reporting period. 

→ Lesotho: Strengthening response to El Niño drought effects.  

Improving extension capacities to mobilize and guide affected communities crucial.  

Maseru, 08 August 2016 – The current humanitarian crisis faced by Lesotho population and 

generated by the 2015 El Niño phenomenon has had an unprecedented impact on agriculture. Maize 

crop production decreased by 61 percent compared to the previous agricultural year and a total 

number of 679 000 people are in need of humanitarian assistance according to the Lesotho 

Vulnerability Assessment Committee report*. 

In response to the crisis, the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) is collaborating with the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS) to bring material support and capacity development 

to affected farmers. As part of its Emergency Programme and to improve the impact of its response, 

FAO and MAFS have conducted training sessions for MAFS extension staff that completed in July 2016.  

“Effectively reaching rural communities is essential to achieve lasting changes in agricultural 

practices,” explains Yves Klompenhouwer, FAO Representative in Lesotho. “As weather patterns are 

becoming less predictable and irregular, training communities on Climate Smart Agriculture practices 

such as Conservation Agriculture and improved Home Gardening and Nutrition becomes a priority to 

adapt and mitigate the impact of Climate Change and meteorological hazards increasing the resilience 

of Basotho." 

MAFS with support from FAO developed the capacities of 245 agricultural extension staff in various 

disciplines including; community mobilization, community organization, group dynamics and conflict 

management. 

Participants also received a refresher training on Conservation Agriculture and Home Gardening and 

Nutrition**, topics that have been rolled out since 2012. 

The Emergency Response Plan developed by FAO for the period 2016-2017 has an initial budget of 

USD 11 million. This plan builds on the gains accrued from previous emergency recovery activities 

(2012-2015)** and responds to the current drought emergency focusing on the most vulnerable 

households while strengthening national capacities.  

The European Commission - Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO), the Netherlands 

Government, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) of the United Nations and the United 

Kingdom’s Department for International Development (DFID), have so far funded the activities. 
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*Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee – Publication May 2016 

**All training materials on Home Gardening and Nutrition are available for download at the following 

here. 

 

→ European Union provides additional Euro 500,000 (LSL 7m) to FAO/GOL emergency response 

to the drought  

This additional funding allows to reach over 10,000 families under the emergency programme 

implemented by FAO and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security and the Ministry of 

Social Development 
 

Maseru, 12 August 2016 – At the start of the new agricultural season, Lesotho is still suffering from 

the consequences of the 2015 drought. One third of its population is considered food insecure and this 

situation is likely to last until the 2017 harvest.  

In response to the El Niño induced drought, the European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil 

Protection (ECHO) has donated a total of Euro 1.5m to fund the Emergency Response Plan 

implemented by FAO and the Government of Lesotho.  

Given the severity of the El Niño induced drought, the initial funding donated by ECHO was increased 

by Euro 500,000 at the end of July. 

ECHO funds will assist 6,000 families enrolled in the Government funded “Child Grant Programme 

(CGP)” in receiving a home gardening and nutrition kit including vegetable seeds, shade net and 

training materials.  

Furthermore, ECHO funds will also assist over 4,000 vulnerable farming families in receiving a 

livelihood protection package consisting of agricultural inputs and training on Climate Smart 

Agriculture. 

“Investing in the promotion of Climate Change adaptation measures from the early stages of the 

emergency response is critical to reduce future vulnerabilities among Basotho farmers”, said Yves 

Klompenhouwer, FAO Representative in Lesotho. 

The Emergency Response Plan developed by FAO for the period 2016-2017 has an initial budget of 

USD 11 million. This plan builds on the gains accrued from previous emergency recovery activities 

(2012-2015)* and responds to the current drought emergency focusing on the most vulnerable 

households while strengthening national capacities. It is funded so far by the European Commission 

Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO), the Netherlands Government, the Central Emergency 

Response Fund (CERF) of the United Nations and the UK Department for International Development 

(DFID). 

*All training materials on Home Gardening and Nutrition are available for download at the following 

link www.lesothocsa.com 
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→ Agricultural support for 4,800 families in the mountains of Lesotho 

FAO and MAFS support El Niño affected families through provision of inputs for 2016/2017 

agricultural season 

  

Maseru, 01 September 2016 – Lesotho was severely affected by the El Niño phenomenon that hit 

the Southern Africa region in 2015. Conclusions of the Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Report 

published in May 2016 indicate that 680,000 people in Lesotho are food insecure at the moment and 

in need of urgent help until the 2017 harvest.  

Through the Emergency Programme of the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), implemented in 

partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS), 4,850 families (24,250 

individuals) living in the mountain districts started receiving this week agricultural inputs for the 

2016/2017 summer cropping season.  

Additional 15,000 families will be assisted in Senqu Valley and lowland districts in September and 

October. 

The inputs’ distribution is made through agricultural resource centres with the help of MAFS extension 

staff, coordinated by the FAO emergency team.  

Each beneficiary receives a staple food package made of 10kg maize seeds, 5 kg of bean seeds, 5 kg 

of peas seeds, 5 kg of grazing vetch seeds to plant as cover crops. They also receive a home 

gardening package comprising of a 300g-pack of six varieties of vegetable seeds together with a 

shade net (4x4m) and green house plastic (4x4m) to improve home gardening as well as training 

materials with key information on Conservation Agriculture and Home Gardening and Nutrition.  

This Emergency Programme not only brings support to vulnerable families when they need it most but 

also promotes climate change adaptive farming techniques through extension services, such as 

Conservation Agriculture, and improved Home Gardening techniques while diversifying production and 

improving nutrition content. It contributes to the resilience building of communities from the onset of 

the emergency response.  

“All those involved in implementing the Emergency Response Plan both from FAO and the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security are very excited to start the distributions to the beneficiaries after long 

months of preparations. We are particularly thankful to our donors for their confidence and support in 

assisting the most vulnerable farmers in Lesotho”, said Borja Miguelez, FAO Emergency Coordinator.  

The Emergency Response Plan developed by FAO in coordination with government stakeholders for the 

period 2016/2017 has an initial budget of USD 11 million. This plan builds on the gains accrued from 

previous emergency recovery activities (2012-2015)* and responds to the current drought emergency 

focusing on the most vulnerable households while strengthening national capacities to adapt to 

Climate Change.  

It is funded so far by the European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO), the 

Netherlands Government, the Central Emergency Response Fund of the United Nations (CERF) and the 

UK Department for International Development (DFID). 

*For more information on the FAO Emergency and Resilience Programme, please visit www.lesothocsa.com 

 

Latest update includes Conservation Agriculture TV and Radio clips (in English and Sesotho) available for download. 

 

 

 

Fig 1 - Posters 1 & 4 of the Home Gardening & Nutrition training material 
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→ FAO/Government of Lesotho supports farmers through improved assessment of household 

seed security 

FAO Seed Security Assessment highlights the importance of supporting seed sector in order to 

help Basotho farmers recover from natural disasters 

 

Maseru, 21 September 2016 – FAO is helping farmers in Lesotho to cope with the severe impact of 

El Niño by providing an accurate picture of the seed security situation in the agricultural regions of the 

country upon which more effective decisions can be made for an adequate response. 

In December 2015, the Government of Lesotho declared a State of Emergency following one of the 

strongest El Niño events on record that led to poor rainfall during the planting season, leading to the 

lowest agriculture production ever recorded. Besides acute water shortages have affected 

communities, public services were disrupted and rangeland had not be able to regenerate having a toll 

on livestock production across the country.  

As part of its response plan, the Government and FAO assessed the seed security at household level. 

During April and May 2016, FAO conducted a Seed Security Assessment, gathering up-to-date reliable 

information based on the principles of the Seed Security Conceptual Framework and the seed security 

assessment methodology. The assessment allowed to interact with all key actors of the seed sector, 

thus drawing a comprehensive picture of seed availability, seed quality, seed access and varietal 

suitability, and of the overall ability of households to cope with the current crisis.  

Maize, sorghum, beans and wheat, the main crops in Lesotho, are grown by agro-pastoralists farmers 

under rain-fed conditions. For those crops, the Government-supported input subsidy scheme aims at 

increasing the availability of quality seeds. However, the assessment showed that a large portion of 

farmers do not fully benefit from this scheme as they cannot afford the cost of the seeds or fulfil the 

different requirements. Many of these farmers retain their seed from their last harvest or through their 

community and family networks. 

Because of the impact of the drought, which resulted in a failed or very limited harvest both in 

quantity and quality, farming households have not been able to keep seeds aside from the last 

harvest. As a result, thousands of families are more vulnerable to seed shortages for the upcoming 

planting season (Sep-Nov), especially for beans and maize.  

Yves Klompenhouwer, the FAO Representative in Lesotho stated: “The assessment found opportunities 

through which the seed system can further contribute to agricultural productivity and reduce the 

negative impact of droughts and improve resilience of livelihoods. We hope the assessment can open 

up new avenues for progress in these areas”  

The assessment also found that the formal seed sector could better address the need for appropriate 

and affordable quality seed, thus reducing the country’s dependence on the provision of seed from the 

nearby Republic of South Africa.  

The assessment recognised that some measures could improve the seed security of vulnerable 

farmers in both the short and the long term. Measures drawn from the assessment findings include: 

improving the availability of open pollinated variety seeds at farmer’s level; supporting local seed 

production through its integration to the formal seed sector and marketing channels; the promotion of 

community based seed production and storage; the further refinement of the enabling policy and legal 

environment, as well as improving the design of the current input subsidy programme.  

The assessment report was prepared by FAO in June 2016 with financial support of the European 

Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO).  
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→ Beekeeping brings new opportunities for income generation to Lesotho farming community 

FAO project helps farmers diversify their agricultural production  

 
Maseru, 15 October 2016 – In Lesotho, about three quarters of the population is rural with a 

majority of households relying on agriculture – mostly cereal production and livestock – for their 

livelihoods. Encouraging farming families to engage in new income generating activities, as suggested 

in the National Strategic Development Plan, would help them reduce their vulnerability to shocks while 

increasing their resilience capacity. 

Beekeeping requires limited capital for start-up, limited labor for production. It allows to quickly build-

up expertise and a short period to break-even. It has a good return to investment (up to three 

harvests per year). It provides an opportunity to produce for local, national or international markets.  

Beekeeping provides an opportunity for farming communities to improve their livelihoods by 

diversifying their agricultural production. Moreover, bees perform an essential function in food 

production as it is estimated that one third of the food produced depends on the action of bees or 

other pollinators. While honey is considered to be the main product of beekeeping, this activity can 

also yield other profitable products such as, inter alia: propolis (a natural antibiotic), royal jelly (used 

for medicinal purposes) and beewax (used in lip balm, skin moisturizer or to make candles). 

Currently, most of the beekeepers in Lesotho operate on the basis of low input-low output systems 

without business plan and records. In average they manage two bee colonies per family. The best 

producers in Lesotho have more than 40 colonies per person. In the sub-region, production can reach 

up to 300 colonies per farmer (as reported from Zimbabwe). Hence, promoting investment and good 

management practices are key for further developing the beekeeping sector. 

Since March 2015 the Ministry of Forestry, Range and Soil Conservation (MFRSC) is implementing, in 

partnership with  the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Lesotho, a Technical Cooperation 

Programme (TCP) aiming at enhancing national capacity for the sustainable production of honey and 

other related hive products. Mamabitsa Makara is the National Project Coordinator. 

Indeed Lesotho was identified to have high beekeeping potential due to the nature of its indigenous 

bee species. Wild bees found in Lesotho have shown to be free of traditional bee-related diseases and 

are able to produce high honey yields in short periods of time.  

The Lesotho beekeeping sector can evidently expand further. At the start of the TCP, only a limited 

number of farmers – 350 families in total – were identified with having interest in honey production 

throughout the country, the majority of whom practiced beekeeping complementary to their main 

farming activity.  

These few active beekeepers could benefit from technical support and quality technologies to produce 

high quality honey, which could enhance their production capacity and help them engage in a 

sustainable commercial activity.  

Through the TCP and with assistance from the Ministry of Trade and Industry, Marketing and 

Cooperatives and the Ministry of Small and Medium Enterprises (SME), the intention is to organize 

beekeepers into associations or cooperatives. Such mobilization will increase beekeepers’ chances to 

be seen as a functional entity and develop market opportunities for their products.  

Yves Klompenhouwer, the FAO Representative in Lesotho stated: “We hope beekeeping will 

progressively evolve into an income-generating activity that supplements the incomes of many 

Basotho. There is a need to work towards a future platform where all the stakeholders in this value 

chain jointly pursue their common interest which is to enhance the quantity and quality of production 

and to assure a profitable access to markets”.  
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To ensure the sustainability of the initiative, one key element of the project is the rehabilitation of the 

National Apiculture Centre (NAC), whose opening is planned for early December 2016. The main 

purpose of the ANC is to increase government extension capacities so as to deliver better services to 

beekeeping communities and newcomers interested in starting-up beekeeping operations.  

Furthermore, the project will train up to 700 beekeepers in four targeted districts while also 

supporting the creation of Bee Farmer Field Schools (BFFS) in the same four districts. These activities, 

implemented in collaboration with MAFS, will allow farmers engaged in beekeeping to have continuous 

access to quality training and technical backstopping. A Zimbabwean NGO, Environment Africa, is also 

involved in the TCP through South-South cooperation to bring capacity building support to the Lesotho 

project team. 

In September 2016, a FAO support mission made up of Rene Czudek, FAO Forestry and Wildlife 

Officer, Barbora Hladka, FAO Agro-business Officer and Banarbas Mawire, Environment Africa Country 

Director in Zimbabwe, visited Lesotho to measure the project’s progress and bring technical expertise 

to the national project team. During a three-day training workshop, field technical officers of the 

MFRSC, representatives of the BFFS from the four project districts and representatives from the SME 

were trained on Beekeeping as a Business by Barbora Hladka. 

The development of the Lesotho beekeeping sector brings concrete solutions to the farming 

community in a context where over a third of its population has been declared in need of humanitarian 

help for the period 2016-2017. Only long term efforts can make a sustainable impact on the country’s 

food production and improve vulnerable people’s livelihoods.  

 

→ 2016 World Food Day brings attention onto Climate Change 

“Climate is changing. Food and Agriculture must too.” 
 

Maseru, 19 October 2016 – Every year, the world is invited to commemorate the World Food Day 

(WFD) on October 16, in remembrance of the creation of the United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO) in 1945. The WFD presents an opportunity to raise awareness on food-related 

issues and take stock of progresses made towards reducing poverty and fighting hunger throughout 

the world.  

This year’s WFD theme focuses on Climate Change and the need for agriculture to change in response 

to changing climate. It recognizes that it will be impossible to achieve food security for all and 

eradicate hunger, malnutrition and poverty without adapting to changing climate. Impacts of climate 

change and the devastating consequences on food security have been felt across the globe. Sub-

Saharan Africa was not spared in 2016 as most countries were affected by drought and heavy flooding 

events. As a matter of fact, the first half of 2016 was the planet’s warmest six-month period on record 

since 1880, according to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). 

This is clear evidence that Climate Change is happening, putting at stake global food security as a 

result of more frequent extreme weather events that impact negatively food production worldwide. 

As we celebrate this year’s World Food Day, Lesotho is battling to manage the impact of last year’s El-

Nino induced drought. The Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment Committee (LVAC) Report released in 

May 2016 estimates that 680,000 people are in need of humanitarian assistance until next year’s 

harvest in May 2017. The frequency of these devastating weather patterns is likely to increase with 

time. This demands changes in the way we do agriculture. Significant improvements in food security, 

as well as resilience to climate change can be achieved with the introduction of sustainable agricultural 

practices. 

The agriculture sector in Lesotho is therefore urged to implement programmes that focus on Climate 

Change adaptation, including climate smart agriculture to improve resilience to climate-induced shocks 
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and its impact on household food security. Such programmes are essential for Lesotho at a time 

where the national production of staple maize does not meet its population’s demand and where the 

nutrition situation is critical with over 33% of children under 5 stunted.  

During last year’s Conference on Climate Change (COP21), all countries around the world committed 

to do their part to respond to Climate Change, with the signature of the Paris Agreement. On 

November 4, this agreement will come into force while countries are preparing to meet again for the 

COP22 in Marrakech, Morrocco from 7 to 18 November 2016, to decide on the best way forward in the 

fight against hunger and poverty. 

The WFD celebration in Lesotho is organised by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS) 

with support from FAO; it will be held in Malefiloane (Mokhotlong District) on the 21st of October 

2016. 

*For more information on FAO/MAFS Emergency and Resilience Programme, please visit www.lesothocsa.org 

→ Lesotho champions Nutrition and shares experience on cash transfers with home gardening 

Lesotho’s experience in supporting Social Protection beneficiaries with home gardening support 

is presented at the International Symposium on Sustainable Food Systems for Healthy Diets and 

Improved Nutrition held in Rome (Italy) during the 1st and 2nd of December 2016  

 

Maseru, 08 December 2016 – The International Symposium on Sustainable Food Systems for 

Healthy Diets and Improved Nutrition was jointly organized by the Food and Agriculture Organization 

of the United Nations (FAO) and the World Health Organization (WHO). The Symposium was held on 

the 1st and 2nd of December 2016, in FAO Headquarters in Rome, Italy. The Symposium explored 

policies and programme options for shaping food systems for delivering foods for a healthy diet, 

focusing on concrete country experiences and challenges. 

At the occasion, His Majesty King Letsie III was appointed as FAO’s newest Special Ambassador for 

Nutrition by the FAO’s Director-General, José Graziano da Silva. 

The announcement was made at the high-level International Symposium on Sustainable Food Systems 

for Healthy Diets and Improved Nutrition held to explore country-level challenges and successes in the 

nutritional reshaping of food production, processing, marketing and retail systems.  

Pledging to take up his new role with energy and passion, HM King Letsie III welcomed the fact that 

nutrition is now firmly on the global agenda. Noting that in Africa just a few years ago, “nutrition was 

not a priority for discussion, let alone investment,” the King said that now “the tide has turned for the 

better.” He encouraged symposium participants to keep up the momentum, adding: “Let us all 

remember the positive correlation between nutrition and the socio-economic development of nations. 

It is well fed and well-nourished individuals that can drive the economic development agendas of their 

countries.” 

In the context of the Symposium, the FAO Social Protection Team supported the organization of a 

session dedicated to “Increasing access to healthy diets through social protection and income 

generation strategies”. The purpose of this session was to share countries’ experiences in designing 

policies and nutrition programmes, and discuss on how to better integrate nutrition and social 

protection. To this end, Mr. Ntitia Tuoane, the Director of Field Services a.i. of the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS), was invited to share the experience of Lesotho.  

The Government of Lesotho has long recognized that social protection is an essential public service 

and has put in place social protection and complementary programmes to assist vulnerable 

populations*.  
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One of the flagships of social protection programmes is the Child Grant Programme (CGP) 

implemented by the Ministry of Social Development (MoSD), which provides cash transfers to poor 

households with orphans or vulnerable children.  

In 2013, FAO Lesotho piloted an innovative approach to complement the CGP with a home gardening 

and nutrition kit. This package is composed of six varieties of vegetable seeds (beetroot, spinach, 

Florida broad leaf, onions, carrot and English rape), a shade net and training material in Sesotho.  

In the context of the El Niño induced drought emergency during the 2015/16 agricultural season, FAO, 

in partnership with the Government of Lesotho, is upscaling at national level the distribution of home 

gardening and nutrition kits complementing the cash transfers.  

The joint programmes have so far reached 22,000 households throughout Lesotho. Furthermore, 

training on improved Home Gardening techniques and Nutrition has taken place among MAFS 

extension services and the Ministry of Education and Training (MET) since 2012 and continues today 

among all Agricultural Resource Centres and over 600 schools across the country.  

Yves Klompenhouwer, the FAO Representative in Lesotho, stated: “With the participation of His 

Majesty King Letsie III and the presentation of the Lesotho experience by Dr Ntitia of the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security, Lesotho has played a very prominent role at this important 

International Symposium. His Majesty has been appointed FAO’s Special Ambassador on Nutrition and 

Lesotho is ahead of other African countries in the field of social protection. It is therefore expected to 

continue to play a prominent role in the international debate on Nutrition and Social Protection. 

Basotho should really be proud of this achievement.”  

Mr. Borja Miguélez, FAO-Lesotho’s Emergency Coordinator added: “The targeting undertaken by the 

Ministry of Social Development’s Child Grant Programme combined with the technical support provided 

by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security goes a very long way in addressing the urgent needs 

of the Basotho most affected by the latest drought. Moreover, our evaluations indicate that home 

gardening and cash support combined, have greater impact than when cash and home gardening are 

provided separately. The Government of Lesotho remains dedicated to this cause, therefore continues 

to ensure that different sectors work together to optimize the benefits to the populations.” 

*Documentation on Social Protection Programme implemented by FAO/MAFS is available at 

http://www.lesothocsa.com/the-resilience-strategy-documentations.html 

 

 

III. Awareness raising and advocacy 

→ Leaflet produced for the Regional Conference for Africa with FAO Lesotho contribution – July 

2016 
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→ FAO Lesotho featured in the In Action section of the FAO corporate website – Sept 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

→ Conservation Agriculture Booklet  

Production of a Conservation Agriculture booklet to continue raising awareness on Conservation 

Agriculture. The information is the same as the one in the CA leaflet but put together in a different 

format.  

The booklet can be downloaded from the www.lesothocsa.com website. 

 

→ FAO Family Farming Knowledge Platform 

Lesotho page accessible via http://www.fao.org/family-farming/countries/lso/en/ 
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→ Repository website 

A repository website was launched in September 2015, containing all information regarding the Lesotho 

Resilience Strategy, including all training materials and reports available for download. 

The website is accessible at www.lesothocsa.com 

The last update was done in August 2016; CA TV and Radio clips are now available for download. 

Statistics for the period May 1st to December 31st 2016 

 

New users and number of sessions per user by country 
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→ FAO Lesotho featured in ECHO video promoted on social media – Sep 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


