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SUMMARY 
 

The report presents the communication activities undertaken by FAO Lesotho during the period 

July to December 2014. 

These activities support the following FAO Strategic Objectives: 

- Strategic Objective 3: The press article “From Protection to Production” and the Human 

Interest Story “From Protection to Production: Complementing cash grants with enhanced 

production capacities” disseminates FAO initiatives to complement Social Protection 

programmes with production support among the most vulnerable families. 

- Strategic Objective 5: The press releases “Training of teachers”, “Training of principals” and 

“Farmers exchange visits” as well as the distribution of  CA leaflets illustrate the support 

from the Emergency and Resilience Programme to improve local capacities on Conservation 

Agriculture, Home Gardening and Nutrition.  

The Press Article on Armyworm follows up the activities started in 2013 related to the Early 

Warning System put in place to prevent potential outbreaks.  

The press release on Land Cover Change covers the first implementation steps of the 

national LCC assessment in Lesotho with the participatory agreement on the map legend.   

 

- A press article about the ICN 2 was published in one local newspaper (original content 

provided by FAO HQ). 
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I. Press articles 

→ From Protection to Production – The Silo (Sept. 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

→ Armyworm awareness – The Silo (Sept. 2014) 
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 2
nd

 International Conference on Nutrition – The Silo (Dec 2014) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Press releases 

The following press releases were produced by FAO Lesotho and sent to all media in Lesotho, from 

January to July 2014. 

→ Training of teachers 

Maseru, 8th July 2014 – Conservation Agriculture and Armyworm awareness brought to all schools of 

Lesotho 

In the period April to June 2014, 260 teachers from primary and secondary schools from all ten districts 

of Lesotho participated in training on Conservation Agriculture (CA) and Armyworm awareness. 
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CA aims at giving farming households improved and sustainable livelihoods through the application of 

three principles: continuous minimum mechanical soil disturbance, permanent organic soil cover and 

diversification of crop species grown in sequence and/or association.  

CA provides an adequate adaptation technique 

for climate change in Lesotho and is affordable to 

all farmers. It protects the soil from erosion by 

water and wind, improves the soil’s organic 

matter and conserves the infiltration of soil 

water, while reducing farmers’ production costs. 

The training also educated teachers on the 

biology and control measures against armyworm, 

a pest that affected Lesotho in an unprecedented 

manner in 2013.  

The trainings were organized by the United 

Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO), the Ministry of Education and Training (MoET) 

through the leadership of the National Curriculum Development Centre (NCDC) and the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS).  

Since the children are the future for Lesotho, the FAO, NCDC and MAFS count on school teachers to 

disseminate knowledge among school kids who can bring the information to their homes and future 

livelihoods. 

Mr. Khathatso Maraisane, training organiser from NCDC, declares: “Conservation Agriculture methods 

help even very vulnerable people to become self-sufficient by producing their own food. With less 

investment, they can get higher yields. Informing future generations of the benefits of CA through 

school teaching will ensure enhanced food production and protection of the environment in the years to 

come”.  

School teachers will receive CA visual training materials in form of posters and photo guide developed 

by the National CA Task Force during the month of July 2014 to assist them confidently teach CA 

principles across Lesotho. 

This activity was made possible by the  support of the European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil 

Protection department (ECHO), the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the 

Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA). 

 

 

 

Pic. 1 - Teachers visiting a CA field during the training, Leribe 
district 
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→ Farmers exchange visits 

Maseru, 15th Jul 2014 – Conservation Agriculture explained by farmers to farmers: 106 growers 

practicing Conservation Agriculture in Leribe participate in exchange visits 

During the month of June 2014, up to106 farmers practicing Conservation Agriculture (CA) had the 

opportunity to exchange views, experiences and ideas with other farmers during their visit to two 

communities outstanding in the practice of CA in Tale and Mahobong Resource Centres. 

The objective of these visits was to allow cross fertilisation of ideas amongst farmers and to have a 

better understanding of the CA principles and how to practice it. CA is underpinned by three principles: 

continuous minimum mechanical soil disturbance, permanent organic soil cover (mulches or cover 

crops) and diversification of crop species grown in sequence and/or association.  

Participants had the opportunity to witness the use of 

cover crops such as grazing vetch which protects the soil 

against erosion, and enriches it with Nitrogen while 

contributing to optimise soil moisture, the most critical 

aspect during dry spells.  

Mr. Paul Motseki, lead farmer of a group of CA farmers in 

Mahobong, welcomed visiting farmers from Tale at his 

home. He explains “Farmers are benefitting a lot from this 

initiative; they are able to see by themselves how well one 

can do with Conservation Agriculture techniques as it is 

harvest time and we can see a lot of cobs in my CA maize 

field.”  

Participants are farmers enrolled in the joint Emergency 

and Resilience Programme (ERP) of the Food and 

Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS). 

Given the success of this initiative, FAO and MAFS are 

planning to replicate these visits in the whole country 

before the next summer crop planting season.  

The ERP is funded by the European Commission 

Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department 

(ECHO), Belgium, the Central Emergency Response 

Fund (CERF), the British Department for International 

Development (DFID), the Common Market for 

Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and the Office 

of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA). 

 

Pic. 2 - Briefing of farmers on CA techniques on a CA 
maize field 

Pic. 3 - Farmers on Mr. Motseki’s CA cabbage field 
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→ Land cover change – Legend workshop 

Maseru, 1st December 2014 – The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, with 

the Government of Lesotho, is facilitating a 3-day workshop aiming at designing a legend for a Land 

Cover Change (LCC) map of Lesotho, from 1st to 3rd of December in Maseru. 

The workshop involves about 20 professional in the area 

of environment, cartography and statistics from a wide 

range of key institutions in Lesotho, including technical 

members of the Lesotho Committee on Environmental 

Data Management (CEDAMA) chaired by the Bureau of 

Statistics (BoS), ministries such as Ministry of Agriculture 

and Food Security, Ministry of Forestry and Land 

Reclamation, Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Local 

Government and Chieftainship Affairs and Ministry of 

Mining, the BoS, the Land Administration Authority, civil 

society and NGOs (CRS and Growing Nations).   

 

This exercise is led by Mr. Antonio di Gregorio, remote sensing expert, and Mrs. Edi Kollozaj, land cover 

change mapping expert from FAO Headquarters.  

Land cover is the observed bio physical cover on the earth’s surface. It is the basic information for 

geospatial databases and can be considered as a boundary object to link different disciplines. Land cover 

is useful for planning, education, research and for many other applications such as agriculture, 

environment, monitoring and health for example. 

“Coming to the country and working together with local experts to design the land cover change legend 

for the Lesotho map is crucial; it ensures that the map will respond to Lesotho reality and the needs of 

the country.” says Mr. di Gregorio.  

A feasibility mission took place in Lesotho in November 2013 and focused on describing FAO’s 

methodology on Land Cover Change mapping and its integration with existing spatial data and future 

land management applications. Emphasis was made on the importance of having a standardized and 

reliable land cover database to enhance monitoring and modeling of such data at regional and national 

level. 

The Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) and the European Commission Humanitarian 

Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO) support financially the LCC. Its production will continue 

during 2015 in cooperation with CEDAMA members. 

 

 

Pic. 4 – Workshop participants listening to MR. 
Antonio di Gregorio, Remote Sensing expert from FAO 

HQ 
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→ Training of principals 

Maseru, 16th December 2014 – 250 School Principals trained on Climate Change adaptation 

technologies in Lesotho. 

In November and December 2014, 250 school principals from primary and secondary schools from all 

ten districts of Lesotho participated in training on Conservation Agriculture (CA), improved Home 

Gardening (HG) and Nutrition to create awareness of Climate Change risks in Lesotho and concrete ways 

to adapt to prevailing climatic conditions. 

Conservation Agriculture (CA) is proven to be one of the 

best technologies and strategies to combat the negative 

effects of land degradation which have led to a dramatic 

decline in agricultural production in Lesotho. 

The trainings also intended to familiarize school principals 

on Climate Change adaptation technologies so teachers 

can be further supported in a more effective integration 

of these concepts in school curriculum.  

Conservation Agriculture (CA) is included in the 

curriculum in both primary and secondary schools. During 

the training, principals agreed on strategies they will use at schools in order to enhance the teaching of 

CA to learners by their teachers. Among others, principals identified the following measures: to support 

teachers to raise funds for CA; involve parents and school boards; assist in providing land for CA related 

projects; form CA clubs at schools and centers; schools competitions; and conduct school based 

demonstrations on CA, keyhole and trench garden constructions and many more.  

The two days trainings held in Leribe district were organized by the United Nations Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (FAO) and the Ministry of Education and Training (MoET) through the leadership of the 

National Curriculum Development Centre (NCDC) and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security 

(MAFS).  

Trainers used the CA training material developed by the Lesotho CA Task Force that will be further 

distributed to schools. These training sessions complement training of over 270 teachers from primary 

and secondary schools on Conservation Agriculture and armyworm conducted in April 2014.  

Children are the future for Lesotho and schools are a frontline of change and climate change adaptation 

in Lesotho. Children need to be empowered as change makers so they can bring knowledge to their 

homes and adopt it in their future livelihoods. 

Mr. Khathatso Maraisane, training organiser from NCDC, said: “Principals were excited with the amount 

of useful information shared during the training. Most of them were not aware of the benefits of 

Conservation Agriculture; some even had a negative perception that is now corrected through adequate 

Pic. 5 - Principals during training on CA and Home 
Gardening and Nutrition in Leribe 
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Pic. 6 – Mrs. Masekhametsi on her field 

information and practical experience shared by the trainers from the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 

Security”.  

120 CA training kits have been distributed to Lesotho schools in both Sesotho (85 kits) and English (35 

kits) languages. Additional training material on Home Gardening and Nutrition will be made available 

during 2015. 

This activity was made possible through the  support of the European Commission Humanitarian Aid and 

Civil Protection department (ECHO), the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) and 

the Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA), which contribute to FAO Resilience Programme in 

Lesotho. 

III. Human Interest Stories 
 

→ From Protection to Production: Complementing cash grants with enhanced production 

capacities 

Maseru, 14 Jul. 2014 – In the community councils of Litjotjela and Malaoaneng, Leribe District, Mrs. 

Masekhametsi Hlomoka and Mrs. Sesinyi Ramatekoa are beneficiaries of a pilot initiative 

complementing Social Protection cash grants with home gardening in-kind support helping families to 

improve their food intake and nutrition.  

Mrs. Masekhametsi is 56 years old. She is a single mother who looks after her two sons. She started 

receiving a child cash grant two years ago. Mrs. Sesinyi is 65 years old. She lives with her retired husband 

and her four children and started receiving the child cash grant in 2011.  

The Child Grant Programme (CGP) is a Social Protection programme implemented by the Ministry of 

Social Development and the United Nations Children Funds (UNICEF) with financial support from the 

European Union. It targets ultra-poor and very poor households with children.  

UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is collaborating with CGP to assess its impact and 

complement cash grants with a home gardening productive package.  

This pilot initiative benefits 780 families enrolled by 

CGP in Leribe district and is implemented by FAO in 

partnership with Catholic Relief Services (CRS) through 

Rural Self-Help Development Association (RSDA).  

Families receive a kit of 50g of six different varieties of 

vegetable seeds and training on home gardening 

techniques such as keyhole and trench gardening. 

Mrs. Masekhametsi receives the grant for each of her 

two sons –16 and 11 years old respectively. She also 
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received the vegetable seeds and training at the end of 2013.  

She says: “I have planted the seeds I received last year using the techniques I learnt during the training. I 

built a keyhole and I have harvested a lot of vegetables.” She explains that she ate the veggies but also 

sold part of them.  

She used this money to buy meat and eggs especially. With the child cash grant, she was able to pay the 

exam fees for the elder son, who is in High School, as well as food for the household. 

“I am so grateful for receiving this support; I usually go in the surrounding villages for finding domestic 

work and bring money home. I am now more available for my children even though I still need to work a 

lot to meet my needs.” 

Mrs. Masekhametsi wishes to have a bigger land so she can produce more food and supply local schools 

with vegetables. “I would also like to have poultry so I can produce eggs and sell them to schools of the 

area.” she says. 

A bit further away in the same area, Mrs. 

Sesinyi benefits from the same support. She 

receives the child grant for her 13 and 7 

years old children. The other –20 and 24 

years old– do not qualify for the grant.  

“This year, I have planted the vegetables in a 

keyhole and I have noticed a better quality of 

the crops and I harvested them for a longer 

period.” She happily mentions that she had 

more variety than usual and the household 

kept the whole production for their own 

consumption. 

Thanks to the child cash grant, she is able to 

renew school shoes and uniforms. “It has brought a big change for my household. Especially, it helps 

borrowing money from neighbours as they know we regularly get cash which will allow us to reimburse 

them.” 

Prior to receiving the grant, she would seek piece jobs such as weeding or harvesting fields to meet the 

needs of her household.    

Mrs. Sesinyi says that she does sharecropping with fields that she owns. She has four cattle that she uses 

for working the land and 20 chickens that she raises for their meat and eggs. 

She continues, hopeful: “If I was to receive the grant for a long period of time, I would like to build a 

pigsty and get a business going.” 

Pic. 7 – Mrs. Sesinyi in front of her house 



Communication activities – Jul/Dec 2014 

12 | P a g e  
 

FAO is currently assessing the impact of this pilot project complementing CGP cash grants and home 

gardening support so this approach could be further replicated and up scaled in other CGP areas. This 

pilot project was funded by the UK Department of International Development (DFID) and the impact 

assessment is being undertaken by the PtoP (Protection to Production) project implemented by FAO in 7 

countries worldwide. 

 

IV. Web presence  

All stories/articles/press releases sent to local media were also shared with FAO HQ so they could be 

uploaded on the FAO corporate website and corporate social media websites. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pic. 8 - On Facebook corporate page, the Infographics created for the promotion of CA 

in Lesotho continue to be used for disseminating CA principles 
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V. Training material 

The Conservation Agriculture (CA) leaflets designed with the Lesotho National Conservation Agriculture 

Task Force in 2013 as part of the CA training material were re-printed in large quantities (42,000 copies 

in Sesotho and 8,000 copies in English). They are being distributed nationwide.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. Awareness raising and advocacy 

→ Expo Milano 2015 – September 2014 

The Emergency and Resilience Programme was presented as 

a potential candidate for participating in the Expo Milano 

2015: Call for Best Sustainable Development Practices on Food 

Security.  

The application was selected and a final answer will be given 

by 31st December 2014. 

In parallel, FAO Lesotho showed interest in participating in the Expo Milano 2015 through the 

United Nations initiative. FAO HQ is expected to give an answer as to know whether FAO Lesotho 

material will be displayed or not during the Expo in 2015. 

 

→ Green Star Award – September 2014 

The Emergency and Resilience Programme was presented as a potential candidate for the Green 

Star Awards, initiative organised by Green Cross International, the UN Office for the Coordination of 

Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the UN Environment Programme (UNEP).  

Green Star Awards rewards initiatives “preventing, preparing for, and responding to environmental 

emergencies”. The 2015 ceremony award will be hosted by Norway in June 2015.  

 

 


