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This report compiles all information and communication activities undertaken by FAO 

Lesotho from September 2013 until December 2013 
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I. Press articles 

 29th October 2013 – LENA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Press releases 

The following press releases were produced by FAO Lesotho and sent to all media in Lesotho, in 

September 2013. 

→ Trainings on Armyworm Early Warning System  

In response to the armyworm outbreak which affected Lesotho in January and February 2013, the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS) and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) worked hand-in-hand to 

strengthen control and preparedness capacities to manage more effectively this emerging risk for Lesotho. The 

Government and FAO’s response plan received financial support from the European Commission Humanitarian Aid 

and Civil Protection Directorate General (ECHO). 

Eight districts of Lesotho including lowlands and Senqu Valley areas registered nearly 35,000 Ha affected in 

different degrees with Maseru, Berea, Leribe and Mafeteng concentrating around 90% of the affected areas.  

ECHO generous support amounts to 330,000 USD and will allow MAFS and FAO to conduct  training for extension 

staff and communities in the functioning of an Early Warning System (EWS) to detect the presence of armyworms 

before they multiply reaching devastating numbers limiting their impact and the amount of chemicals needed to 

control them in any future potential outbreak.    

Trainings for 250 participants will be conducted by technical staff from MAFS during the months of September and 

October 2013 and have started on the 10
th

 of September.  

Lesotho Meteorological Services (LMS) collaborates in the implementation of the EWS since rain patterns are a 

major factor allowing the reproduction of armyworm. 
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ECHO funding will also allow providing the extension network with quality equipment including over 300 sprayers, 

400 personal protective equipment kits, 1000 liters of chemicals, 100 pheromone traps and 100 rain gauges, 

complementing both control and EWS activities.  

→ Distribution of inputs for summer cropping season 2013-2014 

18,500 families benefit from 2013/2014 FAO Emergency and Recovery programme 

Following the food security crisis declared by the Government of Lesotho in August 2012, the Food and Agriculture 

Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS) designed a 

three year cycle programme to assist urgently Basotho families in all ten districts of the country.  

 

In continuation with 2012 activities, FAO received support for 2013 emergency and recovery programme from the 

British Department For International Development (DFID) and the European Commission Humanitarian Office 

(ECHO) for a respective amount of USD 1,600,000 and USD 1,000,000. This funding allows FAO and MAFS to 

enhance the promotion of Conservation Agriculture and Home Gardening in Lesotho. 

 

As a result 18,500 households are given agricultural inputs and know-how on agricultural technologies, building 

communities’ resilience to better 

withstand future shocks.  

Currently, FAO and MAFS are 

finishing distributing the package for 

the newly enrolled 7,500 

beneficiaries who are receiving the 

inputs on time for the cropping 

season.  

The package is made of a 20-kg bag 

of maize seeds, a 50-kg bag of 

fertilizer and a 600g vegetable seeds 

kit comprising of 100g of 6 different 

vegetable varieties. Beneficiaries are also trained on conservation agriculture and improved home gardening and 

nutrition prior to the beginning of the summer cropping season.   

 

CA entails sustainable agricultural methods based on three principles: minimum disturbance of the soil, permanent 

soil cover and crop rotations/intercropping. Soil erosion is a major problem in Lesotho, affecting both quality and 

quantity of harvests. By adopting CA, farmers not only ensure better harvests, but also contribute to the 

improvement of soil quality and its preservation. 

 

Home gardening activities include training on improved production techniques (keyhole and double digging), 

diversifying the diet of beneficiary families and increasing the intake of micro-nutrients. Home gardening is 

complemented with nutrition awareness and food use improved practices.  

  

FAO collaborates closely with the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS) through extension officers 

operating in each district to provide training and technical support to beneficiaries. In order to facilitate this task, 

FAO and the National Task Force of Conservation Agriculture in Lesotho (NTFCA) have developed visual training 

materials which are used by extension staff of the MAFS to train farmers on CA and are being distributed to all 

Beneficiaries receiving agricultural inputs – September 2013 
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Resource Centres in Lesotho. These partnerships share the ambition to scale the promotion of Conservation 

Agriculture nationwide.  

 

FAO Lesotho remains committed in supporting Basotho communities and continuing the promotion of diversified 

agricultural production, protecting our environment and our children’s capacity to produce nutritious food. 

→ Mission on Land Cover Change Assessment  

In the context of a Land Cover Change assessment exploratory mission organized by the Food and Agriculture 

Organization (FAO), a 2-day workshop was held on 6
th

 and 7
th

 November in Maseru gathering over thirty members 

from a wide range of institutions in Lesotho. This workshop allowed stakeholders and FAO Lesotho to get an 

overview of Lesotho’s needs and capacities to develop a Land Cover Change database for the country. 

Two Remote Sensing and Land Cover Change mapping experts from FAO Headquarters met with decision makers 

from key institutions, technical members of the Lesotho Committee on Environmental Data Management 

(CEDAMA) and civil society to discuss and assess Lesotho’s situation regarding Land Cover Change in order to 

design a Land Cover Change assessment project in 2014. This first mission focused on describing FAO’s 

methodology on Land Cover Change mapping and its integration with existing spatial data and future land 

management applications. Emphasis was made on the importance of having a standardized and reliable land cover 

database to enhance monitoring and modeling of such data at regional and national level.  

The mission was supported by the British Department for International Development (DFID).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

→ Handover of equipment from FAO to the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations donates agricultural equipment to the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security (MAFS). 

Today’s hand over of agricultural equipment worth USD 275,000 illustrates the close collaboration between FAO 

and  MAFS in Lesotho. This equipment was received at the Department of Agricultural Research, in Maseru by the 

Honorable Minister Litsoane Litsoane and handed over by FAO Representative in Lesotho, Dr. Gaoju Han. 

The equipment donated by FAO includes laboratory devices and supplies allowing MAFS to conduct soil tests, two 

growth chambers and seed graders in support of locally produced seeds, four tractor and fifteen ox-drawn 

Conservation Agriculture planters to upscale Conservation Agriculture adoption and armyworm control gear and 

associated chemicals. 

Participants of the workshop listening to Edlira 

Kollozaj’s presentation, expert on land cover 

mapping 
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This donation was made possible thanks to the funding of the European Commission Humanitarian Office (ECHO), 

USAID, the British Department for International Development (DFID), and the United Nations Trust Fund for 

Human Security (UNTFHS).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Publication in the UN Lesotho Newsletter “Re Moho”  

→ September 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The honourable Minister Mr. Litsoane 

Litsoane (2
nd

 from the left) and the 

FAO Representative Mr. Han (3
rd

 from 

the left) listening to a presentation in 

the soil testing laboratory  

 

Demonstration of the Armyworm 

sprayers   

 

Conservation Agriculture planters 

donated by FAO to the Ministry of 

Agriculture and Food Security   
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→ December 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. Training material 

 

The Conservation Agriculture training material – posters, visual 

aids and leaflets – produced in collaboration with the 

Conservation Agriculture National Task Force (LCANTF) in 

Lesotho was produced in large quantities and distributed 

nationwide.  

In parallel, the graphic design of these materials has been shared 

in high and low resolution PDF with the members of the LCANTF 

and FAO partners.   
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V. Promotion of Human Security Concept 

The 12min-documentary “Basotho voices: Human Security” launched in March 2013 has been 

registered for the festival FESDOB (Documentary Festival in Blitta), organized by the association 

ATAC whose focus is to develop art and culture in Togo.  

The festival aims at promoting movies/documentary work in Togo and in Africa while focusing on 

human rights. 

This year’s festival was postponed to be taking place from the 17th to the 22nd of December 2013. 

 

 

 

 

The documentary is also available on YouTube and Vimeo websites. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EWt2wkX7IU 

http://vimeo.com/64863129 

VI. Awareness raising and advocacy 

→ Distribution of agricultural inputs 

The distribution of agricultural inputs for the summer cropping season 2013-2014 ended on the 6th 

of December 2013. All 18,500 households received a Conservation Agriculture t-shirt during the 

2013 distributions as illustrated in the pictures below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4EWt2wkX7IU
http://vimeo.com/64863129
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→ Lesotho TV Documentary 

The Lesotho TV is realizing a documentary focusing on the impacts of UN activities on the lives of 

Basotho. It will be played on TV between the 24
th
 of December 2013 and the 2

nd
 of January 2014. 

The pictures below were taken during the journalists’ field’s visit – Leribe District – on 18
th
 of December, 

in preparation of this documentary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


